
The largest county in the continental United States has seen its 
share of colorful pursuits of suspects and fugitives, including the 

search for the last Native American in the United States to be tracked 
to his tragic end by a lawman’s posse: “Willie Boy” at Ruby Mountain. 
San Bernardino County also was the setting for the Shootouts at 
Baldy Mesa and Lytle Creek. Yet gunplay lore is only one aspect of the 
epic of the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department. Today the 
department deploys nearly 5,000 salaried and volunteer employees to 
protect and serve its 20,186 square miles of deserts, mountains, forests, 
and increasingly urban areas. This original cow-county sheriff’s office 
went through many developments that are detailed in these vintage 
photographs—sheriffs’ administrations, equipment, investigations, 
and other exploits—all culled from the department’s archives, private 
collections, the California Room of the San Bernardino Public Library, 
and the San Bernardino Pioneer Historical Society.
 Author and historian M. David DeSoucy is a retired veteran of 25 
years of service in the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department 
and is the author of numerous historical articles on the SBCSD, 
including its connection to the Colton-based Earp family and the clan’s 
most famous son, Wyatt Earp.
 The Images of America series celebrates the history of 
neighborhoods, towns, and cities across the country. Using archival 
photographs, each title presents the distinctive stories from the past 
that shape the character of the community today. Arcadia is proud 
to play a part in the preservation of local heritage, making history 
available to all.
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